Orders for the Army of Portugal
Fuentes de Onoro
6am 5th May 1810
Situation:

Enemy Forces:

The Anglo Army under Wellesley is organised into 6 Divisions of Infantry and a Reserve cavalry force.  They have shown themselves to be resourceful and courageous in battle.  Currently they are occupying the extended ridge line behind Fuentes de Onoro in a long line running South to north.  Their position is anchored on the village of Fuentes and follows the Dos Casas river to Fort Concepcion.  
The enemy have the following forces identified in the Fuentes area:

A scratch Brigade formed from Light companies holding Fuentes itself,

1st Division on the ridge line north of Fuentes

The Light Division on the ridge above Fuentes,

7th Division to the south of Fuentes covering the gap between Fuentes and the village of Poco Velho,

Cavalry Division, withdrawing through the woods towards Poco Velho,
3rd Division holding the ridge north beyond 1st Divisions position.

General Wellesley has shown himself to be a cautious General, not much given to taking the initiative himself.  He would rather wait until his opponent makes some mistake and then seek to exploit it.  I believe he will continue this model of behaviour in the upcoming battle.  His troops, too, have become used to the idea of awaiting our actions, and then responding to them.

The enemy currently has about 26,000 men able to conduct operations in this theatre.  Of this some 1500 are cavalry.  The enemy is supported by 48 guns.
Friendly Forces:

Currently our forces are deployed as shown on Situational Map 1, attached as Annex A.  Details are:

6th Corps, GD Loison – see ORBAT, deployed across the front
2nd Corps, GD Reynier – detached to protect Army right flank
9th Corps, GD Count d’Erlob, – see ORBAT , left flank of 2nd Corps as shown 

8th Corps, GD Junot,  – see ORBAT, in reserve initially behind 2nd and 9th Corps
Reserve Cavalry Corps, GD Montbrun – see ORBAT, approaching Poco Velho from the south.

Army of the North Reserve Cavalry, Marechal Bessieres, with Army Commander.

The deployment is shown in greater detail on Situational Map 2, at Annex B.

Our troops are well trained and have good battle experience.  They have recovered from the privations of our recent campaign inside Portugal and are eager to show the enemy what the soldiers of France can do.  We have good cavalry and significantly outnumber the enemy in this arm.  In addition we have adequate artillery if we can bring it bear. Our supply situation is perilous, so we must take this opportunity to eject the enemy from this position, otherwise shortage of supplies will almost certainly force our withdrawal.
We have approximately 36,500 men able to conduct operations, of which 4,500 are cavalry, supported by 46 guns. 

Ground

The ground consists of a series of ridgelines running from the north to south with steep, rock strewn slopes and gullies to the north.  To the south around Fuentes de Oñoroa the ground becomes a rolling plain consisting of walled fields and small copses.  There are also rocky outcrops in places which, along with the copses, can provide cover for skirmishers.  There is also a larger wood surrounding the small hamlet of Poco Velho.  Almeida is to the NW off the map.

Fuentes de Oñoroa consists on small stone building surrounded by walls and narrow streets running west up the slope from the Dos Casas River.  The river is about 10 m wide and about 1 m deep although it much shallower in the summer months.  It presents no obstacle to troops.  There is a small group of buildings on the east bank.  

The Turones River behind the village is steeper with rocky outcrops in places.  The southern reaches can be crossed without hinderance.  A contour shaded map of the immediate area is included with these orders to aid your understanding of the ground we are facing.  This map is at Annex B.
MISSION

Our mission is to relieve the garrison currently trapped in Almeida.
CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS:

We will achieve our objective by meeting Wellesley’s army in battle here around Fuentes and forcing it to retreat.  This will naturally open up the path to relieving our comrades in Almeida.  

This will be a 4 Phase operation.  

Phase1:  Fixing the enemy.  

See Situational Map 2, start of 1st Phase, at Annex C.  This map depicts our dispositions at the beginning of Phase 1.
During this phase we begin the battle preparation and isolate 7 Division from its comrades.  
6th Corps will push it’s 2nd Division forward into the space south of Fuentes to prevent the enemy’s Light Division from extending south.  The rest of the Corps will demonstrate strongly in front of Fuentes in order to fix the enemy’s attention.
9th Corps will move obliquely so as to force 7 Division into a defensive posture well away from its supporting troops.  

8th Corps will follow up the 9thCorps to press hard against 7 Division.  

Reserve Cavalry will engage the retreating enemy cavalry and knock them out of the fight.
During this Phase the enemy is likely to try and push it’s Light Division forward to relieve pressure on 7 Division.  Other forces may begin shifting southwards.
The phase will end when our forces are straddling the ridgeline having separated Light and 7 Divisions.

Phase 2:  Destruction of 7 Division.  

See Operational Map 1, beginning 2nd Phase, at Annex D
During this phase:

 2/6nd Corps will engage Light Division and attempt to force it back.  

8th and 9th Corps combined will destroy the enemy’s 7 Division.  
Remainder 6th Corps will begin to push forward to threaten the ridge line beyond Fuentes but without engaging in street fighting.
Reserve Cavalry will seek to capture the crossroads at grid reference 173563, destroying any remaining enemy cavalry forces.
Army of the North Reserve Cavalry will push rapidly through the gap created by 2/6th and 9th Corps and reinforce Army Reserve cavalry in destruction of the remaining Allied cavalry and forward exploitation.

During this Phase the enemy will seek to form a south facing line anchored on Fuentes to prevent his situation worsening.
This phase will end when 7 Division is destroyed. 
Phase 3: Fixing of Light Division.

See Operational Map 2, beginning 3rd Phase, at Annex E

During this Phase:

6th Corps will seek to make forward progress along its entire front, including initial probes into Fuentes.

9th Corps will come up on the left flank of 2/6th and engage the enemy as they attempt to form a new defensive line running west from Fuentes.

8th Corps, utilising strategic road movement, rapidly redeploy to the high ground at 150580.

Reserve Cavalry will seek to disrupt enemy movements and exploit around his flanks and into his rear.

Army of the North Reserve Cavalry will reinforce Army Reserve Cavalry Corps and exploit any gaps.

Phase 3 will end when 8th Corps is in position on the high ground and 1st/6th Corps has fixed the enemy’s 3 Division firmly in place:

Phase 4: Subsequent Operations.

See Operational Map 3, completion of 3rd Phase, at Annex F

During this Phase:

The Army of Portugal will go over to general assault on the remaining Allied forces.

Specific orders for this Phase will be issued by the Army Commander during Phase 3.
TROOPS TO TASKS

6th Corps
During Phase 1

1. Demonstrate in front of the enemy’s current position to fix his attention firmly on 6th Corps.

2. Your 2nd Division is to advance south of Fuentes to engage the enemy’s Light Division .
During Phase 2
1. As soon as the enemy begin to shift south from their start positions begin a cautious advance north of Fuentes.

2. Begin initial probes of Fuentes.

3. Engage either Light Division or 5 Brigade to prevent it moving to assist 7 Division.
During Phase 3
1. Push forward with all possible strength in the north.  Look for an opportunity to lap around the flank of the enemy.

2. Begin a full scale attempt to take Fuentes.

3. Continue to engage enemy forces west of Fuentes to prevent their disengagement. 
During Phase 4
1. Push forward with all possible strength in the north.  Look for an opportunity to lap around the flank of the enemy.

2. Begin a full scale attempt to take Fuentes.

3. Continue to engage enemy forces west of Fuentes to prevent their disengagement.

9th Corps
During Phase 1

1. Advance as rapidly as possible to place yourself between 7 Division and the enemy’s main line.

2. Engage 7 Division to fix it in position for Phase 2

3. Corps Cavalry Brigade to exploit beyond Corps front elements to disrupt any manoeuvres and assist in Cavalry actions.
During Phase 2
1. Destroy enemy 7 Division.

2. Cavalry Brigade support exploitation.

During Phase 3
1. Engage the newly forming Allied line west of Fuentes.

During Phase 4
1. Exploit any gaps in the enemy line.

2. Continue to engage enemy forces west of Fuentes to prevent their disengagement.

3. Prepare for full scale assault on remaining Allied troops.
8th Corps
During Phase 1

1. Advance as rapidly as possible to place yourself on 9th Corps left flank and engage 7 division from the south.

During Phase 2
1. Destroy enemy 7 Division.

During Phase 3
1. Redeploy to the high ground at grid 150580.

During Phase 4
1. Exploit east towards Fuentes to take the enemy’s main line in the flank and rear.

2. Assist in the destruction of the remainder of enemy forces.

Reserve Cavalry Corps
During Phase 1

1. Advance as rapidly as possible to engage enemy cavalry forces attempting to disengage North and west.

2. Prevent 7 Division escaping NW from its current locations.  This action is the highest priority.

During Phase 2
1. Assist in the destruction of 7 Division.

2. Attack enemy cavalry units, destroying as many as possible.
3. Seize the crossroads at grid reference 173563.

4. Prevent the forward movement of Light Division.
During Phase 3
1. Complete destruction of enemy cavalry.
2. Exploit into the valley of the Turones River.
During Phase 4
1. Exploit east towards Fuentes to take the enemy’s main line in the flank and rear.

2. Assist in the destruction of the remainder of enemy forces.

Army of the North Reserve Cavalry Corps
During Phase 1

1. Advance behind 9th Corps to be in position to exploit gaps.

During Phase 2
1. Exploit behind 9th Corps to join up with Army Reserve Corps Cavalry.

2. Assist in destroying enemy cavalry units.

3. Seek to exploit beyond Army Reserve Corps Cavalry to gain high ground at grid 150580.

During Phase 3
1. Assist, if necessary, in completing the destruction of enemy cavalry.
2. Exploit into the valley of the Turones River.
During Phase 4
1. Actions as directed by Army Commander.

COMMAND AND CONTROL

Army command post will be located with 8th Corps initially.

Army command post will join 9th Corps at the end of Phase 2.
Future moves will be communicated before being implemented.

Corps commanders are free to organise their divisions as they see fit within their orders.  Positions on the maps at the Annexes are indicative only.  Major deviations from outlined actions/plans are to be communicated to Army Commander in advance.
REMAINING SERIALS

As per army standing orders.

Annex A – Situational Map
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Note:  Allied Divisional formations are incorrectly marked as Brigades on this Map.
Annex B – Contoured Shaded Tactical Map
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Annex C – Situational Map 1, start 1st Phase
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Annex D – Operational Map 1, end 1st Phase
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Annex E – Operational Map 2, end 2nd Phase
[image: image5.jpg]



Annex F – Operational Map 3, end 3rd Phase
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